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From Mission Control 
b_r Gm:r Butler; 8p,1rP. Oi~r Ski CJ11b President 

I hope everyone got through Hurricane Ike healthy with many 
interesting stories to tell. Since some ofus still don't have power 
putting together the Sitzmarke is a challenge that I hope you will let 
pass this month. l hope with the city slowly getting back on it's feet, 
businesses reopening and houses repaired that everything will go 
back to normal in October so we can start looking forward to hitting 
the slopes this year. 

So far Dave & Busters looks like a hit with our members as a gen­ 
eral meeting location. Everyone seems happy with the facilities, the 

bar and the help. The October 13th meeting will 
feature Richard Davidson president of Ski Europe 
as our speaker talking about his favorite travel 
topics. Be sure to come and sign-up for trips, ac­ 
tivities, gab with your friends and listen to Rich­ 
ard's presentation. Afterwards stick around and 
have dinner at D&B or play the games. 

Cheryl May is in the process of putting together 
our Sunshine Kids auction for the December meet­ 
ing so if you have any items to add to the auction or want to help give 
Cheryl a shout at camavsfare'aol.com. 

Back by Popular Demand 
The 2008 "Recruit a New Member and Win" Contest! 

It is common knowledge that communication by word of mouth works! A recommendation from a friend, family member or colleague holds 
more credibility than most any form of advertising. So we are asking you to help us find more great members, just like you! Recruit a new 
member to the Space City Ski Club and they will thank you for introducing them to all that our club has to offer. And we will thank you with 
the opportunity to win up to $200 towards a Space City ski trip! 

The Rules 
I. Members will have two ways to win: 

• The member who recruits the most new members is eligible to win a $200 credit towards the cost of a Space City Ski Club ski trip 
during the 2008-2009 season. lfthe trip fee has already been paid in full, the credit will be reimbursed to the winning member. 

• Two members will each be eligible to win a $100 credit applicable to the cost of a Space City Ski Club ski trip during the 2008-2009 
season by having their names drawn in a lottery. For each new member recruited, the referring member will have their name placed in 
the drawing. lfthey recruit two new members they will receive two chances to win. lfthey recruit twelve new members, they will 
receive a dozen chances to win, etc. The more people recruited the better the probability of winning. 

2. The contest begins September I, 2008 and ends December], 2008. Winners will be announced at the December 2008 general meeting. 
3. Winners must be members in good standing at the time of award. 
4. A member may only win one of the three prizes. 
5. If there is a tie in the greatest number of new members recruited, there will be a separate drawing to determine the winner of the $200 

credit. 
6. A "new member" means an individual who has not previously been a member of Space City Ski Club. Dual memberships will count as 

two members; however a member will not receive credit for recruiting their spouse. 
7. The new member's membership application must be completed and approved by the Executive Committee, with all fees paid, as of 

December I, 2008. The new member must indicate who referred them on their membership application. lf more than one member is 
listed as a recruiter on the application, only the first listed name will be entered in the contest for that new member. If the new member 
signed up after September I, 20£\8, but-before you-knew about this contest, let us know. Credit will be received for your recruiting efforts 
once confirmed by the person recruited. 

8. Any SCSC member who already receives a trip reimbursement is not eligible to win the monetary credit towards a ski trip. 
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WEWANTYOU 
To Reliably Receive Your Sitzmarke! 

281-897-6611 You want to find out what exciting trips and fun activities that 
your club has to offer by continuing to get your Sitzmarke by print 
and by email. 

I. Make sure your mailing and email addresses are current by 
updating your online membership profile. PLEASE COR­ 
RECT YOUR EMAIL ADDRESSES!!! 

2. Make sure that our email newsletters and email informational 
blasts are reliably received in your in-box without your filters 
mistakenly blocking them as "bulk" or "spam". 
Please add these email addresses to your computer's email 
contact list: 

vppublications@spacecityskiclub.org 
webmaster@spacecityskiclub.org 

You may also need to do this at your internet service provider's 
webmail. 

Thank you! 

Having A Blast! 
b.r Camille I-"-1.Roe, Vice President of" Activities 

scsc is kicking off the fall with a great variety of activities in 
October! You won't want to miss the October 23rd, Happy Hour/Dart 
Tournament at BJ's Sports Pub which has become an annual event 
AC'd by Laura Carmin. This year we will not only have the much 
anticipated Dart Tournament but will also be incorporating a 
Halloween Party complete with cash prizes for the best darts and 
costumes. Bring your favorite covered dish or appetizer and enjoy a 
tried and true great activity. 

Fall is one of the best times to enjoy great weather, great food and 
great wine with your SCSC friends. Ann Dorn is hosting a Wine 
Tasting complete with a dinner buffet and wine pairings at her home in 
Sugar Land on Saturday, October I 8th• Please check the website for 
Ann's payment information as this event closes October ]3th

• 

Just a note, we did have Ky Griffin's Dam to Dam bike ride 
scheduled for October 25th but Ike has forced a reschedule of that 
event. We will let you know the new date because I think this will still 
be a great event. 

Touching on November, I can't pass up the 
opportunity to again make sure you don't miss 
out on the Annual Gala at Magic Island 
November I 5th! If you heard they had a fire 
during Ike not to worry, it was apparently small 
and they expect to have been up and running in 
only a couple of weeks. Final payment for this 
event is October 27th so please contact AC: 
Janice Harris early or consult the website for 
payment information. 

Last, Ellen Eastham can always find more ways for us to have a 
blast! Volunteer with Ellen, fellow SCSC'ers and Houstonians to help 
HEB and Houston put on the best Thanksgiving Day Parade ever! 
This is a great way to promote Space City Ski Club in the community 
and perhaps get yourself and SCSC on TV! 

A big thanks to all who have volunteered to AC these great October 
and November activities. I need even more volunteers to help 
coordinate activities for the coming months so please email me at 
clai·o1}'q)abm.com so we can keep on HA YING A BLAST! 

Calendar of Events 

October 13 - October General Meeting, Dave & Buster's 
October 18 - Wine Tasting - Sugar Land -AC: Ann Dom .. 
October 23 - HH/Dart Tournament, Halloween Party, BJ's Sports Bar, 9615 SW Freeway at Bissonnet, AC: Laura Carmin 
November IO - November General Meeting, Dave & Buster's 
November 15 - SCSC 2008 Gala at Magic Island, 2215 SW Freeway, AC: Janice Harris 
November 20- HH at Mak Chin's - 1511 Shepherd, AC: Peggy Schillinger 
November 27 - Thanksgiving Parade, AC: Ellen Eastham 
December 8 - December General Meeting, Dave & Buster's 
January 19 - January General Meeting, Dave & Buster's 
February 21 - Mardi Gras Galveston, AC: Steven Giesler 



Countdown to Liftoff 
By Mmsh,1. L11tz, Vice President ofT1·ips 

I hope that Hurricane Ike did not create too much havoc for you. 
I really do feel for those that had losses. We all suffer some 
inconveniences when we don't have the creature comforts we take for 
granted, but that is minor compared to significant loss of property or 
life. By the time you read this, recovery from Ike's effects should be 
pretty far along for most, so hopefully we can talk about something 
more fun for awhile. 

The Summer Meltdown will have occurred when this newsletter 
arrives in your mail box. I am sure those that went enjoyed spending 
time on a beach not much affected by Ike. Speaking of summer trips, 
stay tuned for more info on Panama 2009. We should have the trip 
price in October - hopefully at the General Meeting. 

At the time I write this, all the trips have openings, but if you are 
considering a trip, don't delay signing up any longer. The final 
payment dates are set so that we can make decisions on releasing 
unsold air and lodging before vendor penalties set in. We will keep a 
few extra spaces so we have something to offer new members or late 

deciders, 'but once we release airline seats 
we cannot get them back. The best way to 
insure you get on a specific trip is to sign up 
before the final payment date - but if that is 
passed still check with the TC as there may 
still be openings. 

We have some great news on 
Breckenridge. We were able to secure 
revised air pricing at a significantly lower 
price than originally contracted and the trip 
price has been reduced by about $130 for 
the full packages! New prices for this really 
great value trip are: 
Full - $6 I 9 - cash/ $637 - Pay Pal. 
Land - $435-cash/ $435- PayPal 

Contact the TC or ATC if you need more info to help you decide 
which trip to go on - whether in Colorado, Utah, Montana, Canada, 
Japan or France! Any of the locales is sure to provide great skiing, 
beautiful scenery and wonderful camaraderie. 

Are you PayPal Challenged? You're not alone! 
During this past membership renewal period, we received many "constructive" comments from members who struggled with the online 

renewal process. Many navigated the website and PayPal without a hitch - there were 400 PayPal transactions successfully executed during the 
year - yet some of you found the process infuriating. In fact, it was suggested that we abandon the service altogether. 

However, PayPal does provide the members of Space City a valuable service. First of all, it should be a more convenient way to renew 
your membership or sign up for trips. It is also a secure way to execute these transactions since no one at Space City can access your credit 
card information. And, believe it or not, PayPal is one of the more mature and stable payment services available, with a good track record. 
Many ofus already use it to make purchases over the internet. 

In most cases, frustrations are generated by individual computer security set-ups and email providers who refuse to deliver automated 
messages sent out from SCSC. We hope that the following information helpsyou more easily navigate the renewal and trip sign-up processes. 
You might even want to save this "cheat sheet" for the next time you need to complete a transaction online. 

I'd like extend my appreciation to Lesly Van Dame for chasing down a human at PayPal to obtain some of this information for us! 

Don't have a SCSC on-line account? 
Click on the "My SCSC" tab and then click on the "SCSC members may request an account here" link. You will need your member 
number which can be found on a Sitzmarke label. Alternatively, you may e-mail the VP of membership at 
_vpmembership,dspaeecityskic!ub.org and request your member number. After you submit the information requested, the system will 
email your Usemame and Password to the email address on record within a day. Check your spam or bulk folders as many email 
providers intercept these system messages and tag them as "junk". 

Have an SCSC on-line account but forgot your Username and Password? 
Click on the "My SCSC" tab and then click on the "Lost Your Password?" link. Enter your Usemame, member number or email address 
on record and the system will email yourUsername and Password within a day. If you don't receive it, check your spam or bulk folders 
as many email providers intercept these system messages and tag them as "junk". · · ·· · · 

It is a good idea to use the "Change Password" feature after you sign on, to alter your password to one that is more convenient to 
remember. 

Alternatively, you can always set up your account again, as if it is a new one, and the system will provide you with your original 
Password. 

Having trouble with PayPal? 
To avoid problems with PayPal. you must have your computer settings set correctly. 
While in your browser, go to 

TOOLS =>INTERNET OPTIONS 
Click on the ADVANCED Tab and scroll down to the bottom of the list to ensure the "Use SSL 2.0", "Use SSL 3.0", and "Use TSL 
1.0" boxes are all checked · 
Click on the PRIVACY Tab and ensure the level is set at Medium or lower 
Click on the SECURITY Tab and click on the "Trusted Sites" icon. Add https:\\* .PayPal.com to the list 
Click on the GENERAL Tab and check to delete the cookies in the Temporary Internet Files 
REBOOT 

Did you get the "Your session has timed out" message when trying to complete the PayPal process? Don't worry - it's just a browser 
cookie setting. Go back to the payment page. Below the PayPal button there is a link to a help page to get that all straight. 



Income Statement 
As Of 

4/30/2008 
Income- 
Ski Trips 
Activities 

Membership Dues 

(1,896.70) 

235.51 
22,117.64 

Overhead Assessments 16,591.16 

Fees - Cancellation, Transfer, NSF 1,380.00 
Interest & Dividend Income 4,425.09 

Expo 514.65 
Ski Swap 16.00 

Miscellaneous Income 0.00 
Prior Year Interest & Dividend Inc(]) o_.0_0 

Total lncome 4_3_,_3_83_._3_s 

4,281.30 
3,048.24 
663.65 

Sitzmark Expenses 
General Meeting Expenses 
Follies & Volunteer Party 
Officers Operating/Overhead 
Expenses 18,531.32 

Taxes, Insurance, Bank Charges 1,708.35 

Paypal Fees 5,111.31 
Miscellaneous Exp (2) 0.00 
Board Approved Expenses (3) 0.00 

Total Expenses 3_3-','-8_13_._6_7 
Net lncome/(Loss) 9_,s_6_9_._6_8 

Trips- 
Bansko 105.13 
Copper 0.00 

Keystone 6 I 1.67 
Quebec (235.97) 
Steamboat 47.64 
Telluride 0.00 

Thailand 176.03 

~Lq 5~~ 

Vail Short 7.48 
Whistler (986.64) 
Prior Period Trips Adjustments (2,207.01) 

Total Ski Trips Net Income (._l,_,8 .. 96,_ ... 70_) 
Activities - 
Holiday Gala 

Houston Rodeo 
Italian Wine Tasting 
Katy Wine Stomp 
Mardi Gras 

Valentine Disco Dance 
Wurstfest 

(245.50) 
(30.30) 

68.16 
(50.77) 

(3.40) 

34.32 
463.00 

Total Activities Net Income 2_3_s..,.s_1 

Other Earnings - 
Ski Swap 16.00 
Sports & Social Club Expo 514 .65 

Total Other Net lncome s_3_o_.6_5 

Aso(·'' 
4/30/2007 

(2,230.43) 

149.25 
21,011.26 

13,359.46 

870.00 
4,340.96 
544.32 

147.80 

20.00 
935.47 

39,148.09 

9,917.49 
2,500.00 
618.16 

16,967.04 

949.57 

4,489.74 
2,825.43 
949.3 I 

39,663.74 
(515.65) 

Notes: 

I) Chase Investment account dividend and interest income not 
recorded in prior fiscal year 

2) Write-off oflogo inventory (remainder to be used as prizes) & 
prior year adjustment 

3) New computer for the treasurer 

Balance Sheet 

4/30/2008 4/30/2007 
Assets - 
Cash/Cash Equivalents 102,479.31 100,781.03 
Accounts Receivable (A) 2,083.00 15,073.59 
Prepaid Postage 114.52 670.50 
Prepaid Expenses (B) 509.43 19,913.16 

Total_ Assets 105,186.26 136,438.28 

Liabilities- 
Accounts Payable ('C) 845.07 697.55 
Deferred Revenue (D) 5,164.80 46,134.02 
Total Liabilities 6,009.87 46,831.57 
Member's Equity - 
Beginning Year Balance 89,606.71 90,122.36 
Current Year Net Income/(Loss) 9,569.68 (515.65) 
Total Member's Equity 99,176.39 89,606.71 
Total Liabilities & Equity 105,186.26 136,438.28 
Notes: 
A) includes pending vendor refunds, late revenue transmittals, & NSF 

checks outstanding 
B) Includes next year expenses recorded in current fiscal year & 
future ski trip deposits 

C) Refunds owed to trip participants 
D) Multi-year membership renewals & deposits from participants following 
year trips 

Financial 
Reports 
prepared by 

DmidCone 
Treasurer 
Spnce Ci(,· Ski Club 

-- 



Space City Ski Club \ 2008-2009 Trio Schedule 

Dates Nights/ Trip Final Trip Price TC /ome Phone E-mail Address 
Ski Destination Payment Full - PP/Cash ATC 
Davs' Date Land -PP/Cash 

Nov. 25- Nov. 30, 5/4 WINTER PARK, COi 9/15/08 Tier 1: Full - $844/820 Cheryl May 713-983-8866 camay1traol .com 
2008 TSC Fall Roundup Land -$3 90/3 79 

\ 

(Tues-Sun) Family Optional Tier 2: Full -$916/891 
Two Tier Pricing Land - $463/450 
Dec. 6 - 13, 2008 7/6 VAIL, CO-I-LONG 10/1/08 Full - $1023/995 Judy Schiro 713-939-8235 jschirn J l<i1comcast.net 

(Sat- Sat) Land - $736/716 Ron Hayes 
Dec. 6 - 10, 2008 4/3.5 VAIL, CO - II- SHORT 10/1/08 Full - $802/780 Judy Schiro 713-939-8235 jschiro Uiiicomcast.nct 

(Sat-Wed) Land -$515/501 Ron Haves 
Jan. 10 - 17, 2009 7/6 STEAMBOAT, CO- I - LONG 10/13/08 Full-$1117/1087 Sandra McCunis 281-463-7717 ~emcc11nis(t'iiaol.com 

(Sat- Sat) TSC Traditional Land - $687 /668 Edmond McGee 713-907-2122 ed mond. me !H''e(iisbc!! loba I. net 
Jan. 13- 18, 2009 5/4 STEAMBOAT, CO - II - SHORT 10/13/08 Full-$915/890 Sandra McCunis 281-463-7717 semccunisneaol .com 

(Tues - Sun) TSC Traditional Land - $530/515 Sarah Gra nberv 713-662-0493 saraharanbervvssbcalohal.net 
Jan. 16 - 25, 2009 8/6 THREE VALLEYS, FRANCE 10/13/08 Full - $2081/2024 Leslie Caldwell 832-251-1296 lescaldwe llrineruail.com 

(Fri- Sun) Land-$1210/1176 
Jan. 24 - Feb. 1, 2009 _ 7/4 JAPAN- HAKUBA- 10/20/08 Full - $2908/2830 Ross Baker 713-690-1443. rossrii'rossbakcr.com 

(Sat- Sun) NAGANO&TOKYO Land - $1533/1491 
TSC Winter Expedition 

Jan. 31-Feb. 7,2009 7/6 UT AH-POWDER MTN. 11/10/08 Full - $1023/995 George Lopez 856-296-9399 G.IL ASTI,ii,~·ahoo.com 
(Sat- Sat) SNOWBASIN Land - $543/527 

Feb. 7 - 14, 2009 7/6 SNOWMASS, CO 11/10/08 Full - $1434/1395 Thuy Rocque 281-251-3776 trocque(i.i1cntouch.nct 
(Sat- Sat) Land - $1073/1042 Marilyn Swanson 2•81-773-4210 manlvnaswansonrcearthlink.net 

Feb. 14 - 21, 2009 7/6 LAKE LOUISE, CANADA 11/10/08 Full - $1639/1594 Jessica Halter 2~1-793-1148 jessicahalt.:r,L1,vahoo.com 
(Sat- Sat) TSC Winter Shootout Land - $1057 /1028 Dennis Hughes 713-805-1757 dwhughes(ii>.hmizonsurvev.com 

*Sun-Sun Option 
Feb. 28-Mar. 4, 2009 4/3.5 BRECKENRIDGE, CO 11/20/08 Full -$637/619 Patti Finch 713-374-3544 linch1fii•!!tlaw.corn 

(Sat- Wed) REVISED LOWER PRICE Land - $448/435 
Mar. 14 -21, 2009 7/6 BIG SKY, MT 12/08/08 Full-$1455/1433 (est. Cindy Moore 713-984-1060 dance c ski(ii:vahoo.com 

(Sat- Sat) TSC Final Showdown air) Ann Rogers 281-313-2234 rngersae(ii,msn.com 
Family Optional Land - $812/790 I 

June 28 - July 5, TSC SUMMER EXPEDTION TBD TBD Sue Salvage 713-690-5551 ssalvage@sbcglobal.net 
2009 PANAMA I 

·,:,.- 

Vice President ofTrips 
Marsha Lutz 
marsh a. I utz,ii,comcnst .net 
281-870-9724 

Director ofTrips 
Melinda Hughes 
melinda(dangeloproductions.com 
281-859-8024 

Director ofTrips 
Diane Stotz 
dianestotzrs-comcast.nct 
713-862-9486 [ 
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SA \LE THE DA TE! 
Saturday, November 15, 2008 

for 
AN EVENING OF MAGIC, LIBATIONS, GREAT FOOD 

WONDERFUL COMPANY AND DANCING, DANCING, DANCING! 

***SCSC 2008 GALA*** 
at 

- - - - - - 
SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 15, 2008 

Cocktail Reception (Cash Bar) - 7:00 p.m. - To be held in The Den of Osiris. 

Candlelight Seated Dinner - 7:30 p.m. - After the reception, you will be 
escorted to an elegant dining room for a gourmet dinner which includes a 
Tossed Green Salad with House Dressing, Entree of Your Choice and Desert. 

Magic & Comedy Show in the Palace of Tutankhamun. A Las Vegas style 
stage production featuring master illusions with a touch of comedy by 
some of the World's Greatest Magicians. 

Dancing & More Entertainment - Enjoy slight-of-hand tricks performed 
by magicians in The Den of Osiris Lounge. Try your hand at the blackjack 
table or have your fortune told by a psychic. Dance to music played by 
the Dee-Jay in The Temple of Isis. 

Event Cost: $50.00 
(please make check payable to SCSC and reference "GALA" event) 

Cash Bar and $6.00 Valet Parking 

Cocktail Attire 
(Magic Island Enforces a Dress Code - Men are Required to Wear Jackets) 

*To sign up for this fun event please contact Janice Harris, AC* 
Janelaine007@earthlink.net or 713.466.3170 

Note: FINAL CUT-OFF DATE FOR SIGN-UP AND PAYMENT: OCTOBER 27, 2008 


