
Our journey to the Galapagos Islands began in Ecuador’s capital city, Quito.  Even though the trip was a “land 
only” package, we all arrived about the same time and made it safely to our hotel to catch some z’s before our travel-
ing began the next day.  On the first day, we all took a trip to old town Quito and the “true” equator.  Old town was 
bustling with vendors selling their wears and beautiful 18th century churches.  At the equator, there were several lati-
tude challenges such as walking straight and balancing an egg on a nail head.  
Our own David Stotz was declared the group’s egg master since he was the 
only one who balanced the egg.   

After the day full of activities, we had a group dinner with the tour 
operator who briefed us on the next 9 days of traveling in the Galapagos 
archipelago.  We took a short flight to San Cristobal the next morning and 
we were greeted by the tour op that is stationed on this island.  Because we 
were divided into two groups, we agreed to name our groups.  Team Girl-
friend was formed while the second group was Team WE (which is an acro-
nym for WhatEver because our philosophy was just tell us what we need to 
do).  We were whisked away in vehicles that took us to La Soledad and we 
biked down through the lush highland cloud forest to Mann Beach.   We then headed to La Loberia which is a beach 
that is home to a large sea lion colony and nursery.  There was a rule that anyone who called a sea lion a seal would be 
imposed a beer fine.  We have enough fines to last through the end of the ski season.  Diane Stotz could not resist 
calling “Hey Baby” to all the sea lions and dogs present on the beach.  The first evening at dinner, Helene Robinson 
was eyeing Ann Rogers’ homemade macaroons.  They were a delectable dessert that we all hoarded! 

The next day, the majority of us snorkeled around Kicker Rock while Martha Martin and Ray Villarreal chose 
to dive.  We all saw sharks, star fish, and some played with sea lions.  From San Cristobal, we boated to Floreana Is-
land which is the sixth biggest island in the archipelago and the least inhabited.  Here we walked on black sand beach-

es and enjoyed our homemade lunch.  We could hear a faint voice in the back-
ground saying “Hey Baby” while we took a short siesta on the beach.  We 
moved on to Isabela island.  Here a brave group that included Ron and Roberta 
Rambin, Helene Robinson, Ray Villarreal, Stan Kuper, Barbie Miller, David 
and Diane Stotz, Dennis and Melinda Hughes hiked 7 hours up the Sierra 
Negra volcano and back.  We saw diverse terrain – lush forest and muddy trails 
to a volcanic desert with crushed lava rock paths.  While Stan was hiking Linda 
Kuper made the smart decision to stay back, enjoy the beach, and read a book.  
The next day, we visited the giant tortoise breeding center where we learned 
about the conservation of these prehistoric animals.  We walked from the 
breeding center to the Tinoreras beach bar and watched a game of beach vol-
ley ball while the sun sat.  Marilyn 
Swanson and Larry Robinson were 
posing for vacation pictures on the 

beach while the rest of us sipped on wine and beer.  The last day on Isabela 
island, we kayaked along the coastline to visit the penguins, blue footed 
boobies, pelicans, and other birds that inhabit the mangroves along the 
coastline. 

From Isabela, we traveled to Santa Cruz where we visited the 
Charles Darwin Research Center and we met Dieago the giant tortoise.  He 
inherited Lonesome George’s responsibility to populate the islands with gi-
ant tortoises.  On the island, we visited a ranch, Cerro Crocker, where the 
giant tortoises live in a natural environment.  Barb Tuley had her picture 
taken with one of these giants.  On the way to the ranch, we stopped to hike in a large lava tunnel which was dark and 
required flashlights to augment the dim lighting that had been installed.  Ron Rambin blinded Melinda Hughes by 
turning around with his head lamp on and asking her if it was on.  She would have enjoyed the hike if it weren’t for the 
dots that blocked her vision through the tunnel.  They both had a good laugh and lasting memory of the incident. 
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On the island, the most scenic beach walk was along Tortuga Bay where blue footed boobies were within an arm’s 
length and marine iguanas that you had to step over along the path.  The biggest disappointment on Santa Cruz is-
land was David Stotz’s tiny ham sandwich at lunch.   Eileen Teel kept Team Girlfriend laughing with her quick wit 
and contagious smile.  Mary Ann Harrell would take morning strolls on each island as well as Santa Cruz and report 
her findings. 

We flew back from Baltra Island to Quito after a tearful farewell dinner with our new friends the natural-
ist guides.  They were walking encyclopedias and spent 9 days explaining the ecosystem of the islands.  The guides 
and the tour operator did an incredible, seamless job of getting us through the islands safely.  This trip was billed 
as a bucket list trip and that is was! 

The Galapagos Island Adventure Cont. 
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