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BY RITA CARDENAS AND LEYLA OZKARDESH

Talk about a fantastic teaid Wiyl
trip from start to fin- |
ish! We believe this trip 3
will go down in history =&~
as one of the best TSC
trips. TSC was able to
secure the entire boat
for over 130 Texas par-
ticipants. This adven-
ture started with a pre- g
trip to Budapest. Jim
Hodges, Marina Wang,

Marsha Lutz and
W Linda Farley en-
. “ joyed the beau-
"""" tiful sites. They
joined our group
as we boarded
the My Story

boat on Sunday, Sep-
tember 25th. We started
our sail down the Dan-
ube from the dock in
Passau, Germany. The
highlight of our first §
night was celebration of *
Cindy Moore’s birthday ==

with a special “sparkling dessert” served by the attentive
staff and lights down low for the presentation. Way to
start the trip Cindy!

Day 2 was our first day of biking. The goal was
to bike 20-
35 miles
per  day
during the
7-8  hour
allotted
time. We
loved how

they had a

team of bike
mechanics
ready to help
us with any
adjustments
of our touring
bikes.  Our
tour began at
the town of
Mauthausen -
Grein, Austria
where we en-
joyed the nat-
ural state of
the meadow landscape.

Some of the bikers visit- SR
ed the medieval village g &

and former concentra-

tion camp at Mauthau- L

sen. Many of us were §
challenged with the map
and took a few wrong
turns along the route but

somehow managed .
to make it back to
the boat at the end

of the day.

Day 3, we were
in Devin and
Bratislava, Slova- |

kia. Devin follows




the former ‘Tron Curtain)
crosses the former border
and the Baroque Palace of
Schlosshof with its beau-
tifully terraced gardens.
Tom and Anne Thom-

as apparently got an eye &

full with cycling upon

....well...shall we say a [

romantic couple while

back tracking to find the
right route. The evening [ sEEe

was an exceptional
tour of the capital of

Slovakia, ~Bratislava |
located at the slopes
of the Little Carpath-
ians along the border
of Austria and Hun- |

gary.

Day 4 was scenic
Vienna. Most of us "
toured the city by bus
and our more adven-
turous ones, Wanda [
Callaghan and Rob-
ert Rowley, toured
by bike. St. Stephens
Cathedral was a high-
light to see. Many of
the group en- 4
joyed the eve-
ning  Strauss
and  Mozart
concert.  Did
I mention the
weather  was
perfect every-

. N T
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)
-
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day along the

Danube!

Day 5, the
towns were
Wachau,
Krems and
Melk. De-

spite best at-
tempts to fol-
low the map,
Rita and Leyla §
took the wrong @
route and end-
ed up touring
with the Clear
Lake Ski Club
girls. They had
no better sense of di-
rection as we still end-
ed up on the wrong
side of the river and
had to catch a boat to
make it to the Wine
Tasting. The route was |
full of small dreamy
towns, apri-
cot trees,
vineyards,
castles and |
ruins. Most g
of the group
ended up at
the  wine P&
tasting  in gEu
Weiflen-
kirchen.
Jim, Ma-
rina, Barry,
Mary Ann,
Bernie,
Kate, Linda, 88
Joe and El- ,
len, just tolf 45
name a few. &,




ner together every
evening. The boat
crew had a Pirates
night theme with
skits and dancing
in the main room.

Day 6, most of us

took advantage of the opportuni-
ty to visit the gorgeous baroque |
monastery of the Benedictine |
brethren of Melk. The final desti-
nation of the day was the city of {
Grein, home of Austrias oldest g

city theatre.

Day 7 was the amazing Great Dan-

ube Loop. We Cycled
through the Danube
Valley and many pic-

turesque villages. The

hike up the small steep

walking trail to the &

lookout high above the
Danube Loop was defi-
nitely worth the effort.

What a breathtaking o ;

panoramic view of the

Danube Valley! Bar- =

ry gave us a geography
lesson about the loop at

the end of the day, over *

wine of course.

We were heading back
to Passau on Day 8. The
last night on the boat
was the Captains night

which included a cele- e

bration dinner.
We had a fabu-
lous 80’s night
dance  party |
in the bar and
main lounge
after  dinner.

The boat staft ~

provided 80s . ‘
inspired cloth- %y
ing and disco
music for our
final night of #
fun.

On  Sunday
October 2nd,
most of the
group  head-
ed back home
but a few of us
made their way
to Passau, Mu-
nich and the
last day of Ok-
toberfest. Ley-
la Ozkardesh,
Rita Cardenas, =
Robert Rowley, &
Barry Casper,
John Flatten,
Linda Casa-
nova, Mary
Ann  Harrell, §
Jim  Hodges k
and  Marian
Wang checked
off another
adventure off
their ~ bucket
list. Oktober-
fest is hard °
to describe
in words, but
a lot of beer, |
German food
and plenty of
people come to B4
mind.

The Danube River Boat and Bike trip was such a won-
derful, exciting and scenic trip. We hope this trip will
be offered again in the future as it will be talked about
for years to come.
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